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A very Happy New Year to all of
our supporters!
And a very Happy New Year to Catherine and everyone at Imprezza
Academy. The year 2015 was very busy at the school with some
amazing successes and highlights, and of course the usual sprinkle of
complications! We are now looking forward to an equally busy,
stimulating and productive 2016.
Building Work
Over the 12 months of 2015 the school site has been developed to
meet national standards as laid out by the schools inspectors of
Kenya. We now have toilets and showers for both dormitories. We
have a perimeter security fence and entrance gates and the
foundations have been dug for a kitchen and dining hall/assembly
room for 400 students.

Land clearing for the new kitchen
and dining hall.

Agriculture Project
To grow enough food to be mainly self sustaining is the aim by
2020. To this end we have been producing maize, peas, and beet.
With a rainy season twice a year and in order to have the best yield,
we rely on our hard working agriculture member of staff Edwin, to
keep up with local and international knowledge in the field of
Conservation Agriculture. We also invested in some rabbits, to breed
for meat and hope to launch the poultry side of the scheme in the
New Year.
The School
In September there was a national teachers strike of the State
school system. We hoped it would not impact upon Imprezza but
unfortunately we did have a visit from some unwelcome protesters
who caused unpleasant disruption and Catherine had to close down
the school for a couple of weeks at the end of the month. As readers
may already know, this is a time close to the sitting of national
exams. It would be a shame if results are lower because of the
The school site in September
protest events, but understandable.
2015
On a happier note, our choirs had a very successful year.
After entering an area competition they were put through to the County competition. Outfits were quickly made
and the choirs sang their best songs. They were entertaining enough to be sent to the National Finals! A group of
girls and boys were lucky enough to take part in the event in Nairobi. Quite an experience!

Meanwhile back at home...
Catherine visited in February with two other lady teachers, Justine and Ruth. They joined with Torquay Girls
School to celebrate their Centenary and enjoyed visiting other support schools.
Fundraising efforts and planning meetings here continue all the time. Individuals and groups were very much
appreciated again in 2015 for all they did. Special note should go to the ever supportive Biker Night at the
Whistlestop cafe at Teignmouth Railway Station, to Torquay Girls Grammar School, South Dartmoor School and
Stokeinteignhead Primary School. Young Supporter thanks go to Ellie White who put in a lot of leg work recently
around shops in Exeter and who raised £160 with the addition of a big box of soap donated by the shop Lush! It
will be going out to Kenya in the first visit of this year.
Fawlty Towers 2015
As a charity we held a Night with Fawlty Towers. The very entertaining theatre group ‘Moonstone’ performed for
diners at Torquay United Football Club in March.
Fashion Show 2015
On Wednesday 21st October 2015 we held a Fashion Show at Torquay United football ground. It was a great
success and raised around £600 for us.

A huge thanks must go to Claudia Mesquita who used her experience and enthusiasm to help us stage a great
evening, enjoyed by a large audience. We also must thank stores Hoopers, Attic and Little Cherubs of Torquay,
Rosie and Jim’s of Teignmouth and Lazy Jacks of Newton Abbott for agreeing to show their clothes and providing
some of the models.
The male models were all members of the Torquay Utd football team and the girls of Torquay Girls Grammar
school wore the ladies selection, ably assisted in the back room by Miss Bloor. They all had a terrific time
modelling smart/casual day clothes and evening wear, and our thanks goes to them for giving up their free time
for this fundraiser.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Dentaid UK
In September, Imprezza supporters Alison Revell and Eileen Webb visited the school for two weeks of fact
finding, information gathering and (as Alison is a dentist) several sessions of dentistry using the equipment and
portable surgery items that Dentaid UK sent out.
This photo shows Alison with Eileen Webb and Catherine showing off the Dentaid chair folded down into its
portable back pack. The Dentaid kit initially was sent out in a wheelie bin which was very useful and durable for
storing the equipment and chair, but too large to fit into a vehicle to transport to different villages. The Exeter
Dental Society and Dentaid recognised this problem and donated money for a hand made heavy-duty rucksack
to be custom made for our dental chair and other projects as well. It is much easier to take the chair from
community to community now that it can be carried on someone's back!

Plans for 2016
Our plans for the year ahead remain the same as always for Imprezza Academy: to support Catherine to run the
school and look after the students and to raise funds to continue the construction work. We would like to see
the newer classrooms completed, another science lab, a library and a music room. There is also the completion
of the kitchen/dining hall to be overseen and the temporary girls dormitory to be made permanent.
Chris Hulme and Anthony Powell are visiting at the end of January to see how it is all coming together.
---------------------------------------------- Dates for your Diary - Fundraising in 2016 ---------------------------------------------Friday March 4th: Allo Allo an evening at Cafe Rene! A dinner and entertainment by Moonstone Theatre
Company, 7pm at the Trade Winds restaurant, Teignmouth. In aid of Operation Imprezza, Tickets available from
Chris Hulme 07764496819, The Whistlestop Cafe and Trade Winds Restaurant/Soulis deli Station Road,
Teignmouth.

Saturday 3rd April: Battle of the Bands at Torquay United
Football Club from 7pm. Win a chance to play live at
TUFC, to enter your band for free contact Sharon at
commercial@torquayunited.com . In aid of Operation
Imprezza and TUFC. Tickets available from Torquay
United Football Club and The Whistlestop Cafe,
Teignmouth.
We also are planning a repeat of the very successful
Fashion Show later in the year, watch this space!

Our Mission is to enable students, both boys and girls,
who would not otherwise have any access to secondary
or decent primary education to succeed.
------------------------------------------------------------ How You Can Help ----------------------------------------------------------

Online: We have several ways to donate online, including PayPal and Virgin Giving. Visit our website at
www.operation-imprezza.org and click on the ‘donate’ button for more information.

-

Cash Donation: Make a cash donation to one of the Trustees or Operation Imprezza collection boxes
around South Devon. Please do not send any cash in the post. If you know an establishment that would
be willing to have a collection box on display, please get in touch.

-

Standing Order: To set up a standing order please contact info@operation-imprezza.org

-

Cheque: Send a cheque payable to Operation Imprezza to 14 Elm Grove, Teignmouth, Devon TQ14 8SA
Legacy: If you would like to leave a gift in your will, please visit our website and click on ‘donate’ to read
more about your options, or get in touch via email or post.

We are also open to any fundraising idea or event, please visit our website at www.operation-imprezza.org and
click on the ‘donate’ button for more information, or contact info@operation-imprezza.org.

Thank you!

