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Dear Supporter
This will be a rather extended newsletter as there is much to share with you all. Please
stick with it and read it all. We feel certain you will find everything of interest.
VOLUNTEERING
There is often interest from people wanting to volunteer at Imprezza Academy. Something
we are always pleased about. Following Catherine's recent very successful visit (more of
her visit later in this newsletter) we have seen a significant increase in interest through
various direct inquiries.
As you will no doubt appreciate this has all sadly had to be put on hold until we can clearly
see a way forward. Within the UK the government advice is not to travel. Kenya is similar.
When the situation eases, please contact us again if you still want to visit Imprezza. The
UK based trustees who had planned to visit in June this year are in exactly the same
situation.
All schools in Kenya, public and private are closed.
The situation at Imprezza is slightly different because we have so many orphans and
destitute families. We have been given permission to board 43 students and permission to
feed 113 day students who have been placed with either extended families, local
communities or family. None of these people are in a position to feed the students on a
regular basis hence the arrangement. Whilst we are taking in students up to these limits
there are a few spaces in both categories in case things do not work out with some of our
out placed students.
However our costs have not decreased, so any ideas you may have to raise much needed
funds in these difficult times would be appreciated.
STOP PRESS
We have just heard that corona virus has reached a nearby village. Our security man,
Ojosh is unwell so as a precaution he has been asked to stay away until he gets well. We
wish him a speedy recovery. He has been with us since 2008 when the school relocated to
Matayos from Nairobi. Catherine is also taking a number of other precautions including
asking people not to come onto the school site. Water containers can be left outside for
someone in the school to fill. Hand washing will also be strictly enforced.
CATHERINE'S UK VISIT
Below are a number of photos of Catherine as she travelled around Devon seeing,
meeting and talking with groups and individuals. Her visit was a huge success with thanks
due to the many people who helped with the visit, organising different things but also a
massive thank you from Catherine to everyone she met. She thoroughly enjoyed her visit
and even got some much needed rest time. Although she never left Devon her travels took
her to all points of the compass - Barnstaple, Torbay, Budleigh Salterton, Plymouth and
Exeter and lots of other places in between!

In the photos above Catherine is receiving a cheque
following a collection at the Christmas Carol Concert by
girls from TGGS. She is addressing Year 7 and Year 10
students in the lecture theatre at TGGS.
In the photos below Catherine is with some past rotarians at Teignmouth Golf Club;
Catherine answering questions at an Open Evening at The Whistlestop Cafe, Teignmouth
and talking to a group of girls at TGGS. This was just one of the many classes of students
Catherine visited during her two day stay.

Catherine also met with Stewart Henchie (formerly
the Temperate Curator at Kew Gardens) discussing
raised beds, poly tunnels and shading, all very
useful for agricultural practice back at Imprezza. In
the other photos below, Catherine is being
welcomed by Dr Smith, Headteacher at TGGS along
with Bob Cross former Chair of Governors at TGGS.
Catherine also met with the 6th Form team and
Head Girl Bhumita.

In the photos below Catherine is talking with Pastor Jamie in Teignmouth Baptist Church
and addressing the Deputy Head Mr James Gregory and the Head Girl teams at TGGS.

Left: Catherine is enjoying a super lunch at Nicky and Paul
Burgess's home celebrating a fantastic Valentine's Ball
organised by Nicky and her supporters which raised a
fantastic sum of nearly £1800 for Imprezza.

IMPREZZA SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY/THE COMMUNITY SUPPORTING
IMPREZZA
These children from the nearby homes are helping to carry water to the school from our
borehole as many of the students are not around at the moment. In return they earn
themselves a bowl of porridge!

SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISERS
Before the closedown we had two very successful fundraisers. One was a completely new
venture for Imprezza brilliantly organised by Nicky Burgess and her team, a Valentine's
Ball at Teignmouth Golf Club. It was a brilliant night with great food and disco. Catherine
was over from Kenya and was guest of honour looking resplendent in her traditional
dress. It made a fantastic amount of money (£1783). Thanks so much to Nicky and her
team.
Our other fundraiser was only our second venture to East Devon as a venue. We again
went to Marco's Italian in Budleigh Salterton. We had traditional Italian food superbly
cooked and Moonstone Theatre Company confused everyone with their murder mystery! It
is easy to see when explained at the end! Moonstone are regulars for Imprezza and
always do a great job. This venue was sold out days in advance and we raised £500.
For understandable reasons we are now on hold for another new venue, the Royal Torbay
Yacht Club, booked for a quiz night and meal on 11th June.
This is ,of course, being kept under review.
Bob's Firewalk has been postponed to 23rd October but he is still seeking sponsors!
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/RobertCross10
The Tradewinds Murder Mystery has been postponed to later this year and ticket
holders will be notified as soon as we know. The Wine Tasting evening and Gin Making
evening will also be rescheduled.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN 2020
MOONSTONES TO PRESENT ANOTHER MURDER MYSTERY - THE VILLAGE FAYRE
MURDER! PLEASE NOTE THIS EVENT HAS NOW BEEN POSTPONED AND A NEW
DATE TO BE SET. IF YOU HAVE PURCHASED TICKETS PLEASE HOLD ONTO THEM
AS THEY WILL BE VALID FOR THE NEXT PERFORMANCE in TRADEWINDS,
TEIGNMOUTH.
FIREWALKING! - PLEASE NOTE THIS EVENT TOO, HAS BEEN PUT BACK TO FRIDAY
23RD OCTOBER. PLEASE CONTINUE TO SPONSOR THIS EVENT. Go to
www.rotarynewtonabbot.uk for more information or contact martrcna@outlook.com There
is also more information on our website www.operation-imprezza.org If you want to take
part contact Martin asap and register your interest and state you are raising funds for
Operation Imprezza. £25 registration fee. Must be able to obtain sponsorship of at least
£75. Please have a go if you dare! PS If you do sign up to support us please let us know
as numbers per charity are limited to 8 people. Currently we know of at least 3 people who
will be taking part.
QUIZ NIGHT at the ROYAL TORQUAY YACHT CLUB. A new venue for us on THURSDAY
11TH JUNE. To include food. More details to follow.
FUTURE FUNDRAISERS
If you have any ideas for future fundraisers please do let us know. This is even more
urgent now given the current crisis. Perhaps you could help with an online auction or
sponsor some form of zany idea e.g. could you be sponsored to eat custard powder with a
fork? Please put on your thinking caps and maybe we can have a laugh at the same time
as raise some much needed money for our school.

For more details please visit our website, see our facebook page or reply to this email.
http://www.operation-imprezza.org/events.html
----------------------------- How You Can Help ----------------------------Did you know you can help raise money for Imprezza when you shop online? Or when you want to get rid of your car? To read more
about these easy ways to support Imprezza, please visit http://www.operation-imprezza.org/donate.html and scroll down to 'Other ways
to donate'
For those of you who use Amazon (and I do A LOT!) please register through your existing account and sign up for smile.amazon.co.uk
and nominate Operation Imprezza We will receive 0.5% on every purchase made at no extra cost to you! PLEASE GIVE IT A TRY. IF
YOU DO LET US KNOW.
- Online: We have several ways to donate online, including Virgin Giving (https://virginmoneygiving.com) and PayPal. Visit our website
at www.operation-imprezza.org and click on the ‘donate’ button for more information.
- Cash Donation: Make a cash donation to one of the Trustees or Operation Imprezza collection boxes around South Devon. Please do
not send any cash in the post. If you know an establishment that would be willing to have a collection box on display, please get in
touch.
- Standing Order: To set up a standing order please contact info@operation-imprezza.org
- Cheque: Send a cheque payable to Operation Imprezza to 14 Elm Grove, Teignmouth, Devon TQ14 8SA
- Legacy: If you would like to leave a gift in your will, please visit our website and click on ‘donate’ to read more about your options, or
get in touch via email or post.
We are also open to any fundraising idea or event, please visit our website at www.operation-imprezza.org and click on the ‘donate’
button for more information, or contact info@operation-imprezza.org.
Thank you!

