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Dear Supporters,

It’s been a busy couple of months for Imprezza Academy and here in the UK, with the main highlight being our 
latest set of exam results! Our students have achieved these despite some incredibly difficult circumstances - 
once you’ve read about Lilian’s usual day below you’ll be awestruck at the dedication our students show to 
achieve so highly. We’ve also been thrilled to welcome a new trustee to the team here in the UK. Read on to 
find out more!

 
Imprezza Academy Student Letters
This piece of writing is by a young girl who is a day student at Imprezza 
Academy. She is describing her usual school day. We have transcribed the 
words as she wrote them, with just a couple of edits for clarity.
“My life as a day scholar has become difficult to me because it has many 
challenges. First it is difficult to me to do homework… because sometimes 
we reach [home] at late hours and we must to fetch water to wash our 
uniforms and to bath. That takes a lot of time.
After that I am supposed to cook supper for the family which sometimes we
eat at ten o’clock. [After] that I can’t read or do my homework because I 
will be late to wake up. In the morning, I wake up at 4.30am as my school is
so far as four kilometres. I am forced to start my journey to school as I go 

walking. remember at that time, darkness is still on and so I am forced to use my eyes careful so that to avoid 
accidents on the way. At that time, I sometimes meet people of different behaviours and ideas. I sometimes 
meet witchcraft doctors doing bad things on the way which forces me to look for another way to follow or 
sometimes to pass in the bush. One day I met thieves who were with cattle, as they spotted me, they rush to me 
to injure me because they knew I will reveal the secret. But because of the Glory of God, I emerged to escape, I 
wish we shall get somebody who is mercy to provide for us light on the way. On reaching school, I pass 
through a large hill which is bushy and has a lot of dangerous animals. And at the same time, climbing that hill 
is very difficult and there is no any shortcut for me to pass.
Just imagine the kind of life we pass through as day scholars. I wish we shall get a good samaritan to provide 
for the school a bus please. And I pray that God shall help my parents to afford to buy paraffin which I 
sometimes miss.” - by Lilian Maua Taabu

The results are in!
Once again exam results have been amazing, with students achieving high marks despite their incredibly tough 
circumstances. All students take at least seven subjects and the final grade is an average across the subjects, 
which makes it very challenging.
The results (equivalent to UK A levels) range from B+ to D- with only 5 students in total below C- (which is 
still a superb grade!). Both boys and girls achieved equally high marks, although on average the girls did 
slightly better than the boys.
Science and Maths were the subjects achieving the best results so far at Imprezza, with English Language being
the weaker subject. Head Mistress and Imprezza Academy founder Catherine Omanyo is keen to encourage a 
novel reading culture at the school to help students with this subject, which will be one of our future goals 
starting with the construction of a Library.
Those of you who remember when the school was based in Nairobi will remember that consistently good 
results were what allowed us to attract enough fee-paying students to subsidise the costs of those who couldn’t 
afford to pay. We’ve been attracting an increasing number of fee-paying students at the current site and these 
good results will take us another step closer to being self-sufficient.
A tremendous congratulations and 'well done!' to our Imprezza Academy students and teachers
Chris (trustee) and Catherine (Director of Imprezza Academy) dancing with some of the students outside one of
the school buildings.
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Visiting Imprezza
In  January  this  year  Chris  Hulme  (trustee)  and
Anthony  Powell  (long  term  Imprezza  supporter)
travelled  out  to  Kenya  to  visit  the  school.  Anthony
wrote  a  short  letter  to  share  his  thoughts  and
experiences, and we have included a section of it here.
If you would like to read it in full, please go to our
website  http://www.operation-imprezza.org/imprezza-
impressions.html

“What do you want to be when you grow up?” was the
question  often  posed  by  Catherine  and  Chris  to
students at Impezza Academy when I was there for two
weeks  in  Jan/Feb  2016.  The  usual  replies  were;  “I
want to be a lawyer, judge, doctor, surgeon, teacher,
journalist,  or  army  recruit”.  With  their  interest  in

football (soccer), I thought there might be a potential
Wayne Rooney...”
- Anthony Powell, Jan/Feb 2016
 

Welcome David!
We’re delighted to welcome David Dupont as a new trustee of Operation Imprezza and 
our treasurer. We’re thrilled to have him on board and looking forward to benefiting from
the wide experience he brings to the team.
Find out more: www.operation-imprezza.org/about-us.html

‘Allo ‘Allo – Café René comes to Teignmouth!
Moonstone Theatre Company brought Café René to the Trade Winds Restaurant in Teignmouth in March as 
part of an Operation Imprezza fundraising event. Tickets sold out days earlier and a good crowd enjoyed the 
food and the entertainment which were both superb. Everyone had a great time and the evening raised £758, 
helped by the raffle and some generous donations. Thanks go to everyone who took part and worked to make it 
such a success. Special thanks are due, of course, to all at Moonstone Theatre Company and to Nick and his 
team at Trade Winds. Will we do it again? Yes! Watch this space for events news, we look forward to seeing 
you there!
Our Mission is to enable students, both boys and girls, who would not otherwise have any access to secondary 
or decent primary education to succeed.

----------------------------- How You Can Help -----------------------------
Did you know you can help raise money for Imprezza when you shop online? Or when you want to get rid of 
your car? To read more about these easy ways to support Imprezza, please visit http://www.operation-
imprezza.org/donate.html and scroll down to 'Other ways to donate'
 
You can also donate online with PayPal and Virgin Giving. Cash donations are welcome if given in person to 
one of the Trustees or Operation Imprezza collection boxes around South Devon, but please do not send any 
cash in the post. If you know an establishment that would be willing to have a collection box on display, please
get in touch. 
Visit our website www.operation-imprezza.org and click on the ‘donate’ button for more information on ways 
to support, or contact Chris at info@operation-imprezza.org

Thank you!

Operation Imprezza is a UK charity which supports Imprezza Academy, a primary and secondary school in Western Region, Kenya 
that provides education for children in poverty.  Charity No: 1148240, Company No: 8090833 

Chris (trustee) and Catherine (Director of Imprezza 
Academy) dancing with some of the students outside 
one of the school buildings. 


